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1 Introduction

With the years 2020 and 2021 having been particularly challenging years for
CARPO, we have decided to make an exception and look back at those years
in the format of a biannual report. After all, the impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced us to channel the resources of our staff differently, and to dedi-
cate all we have to keeping our various projects operational and maintaining
the size of our team. This came after years of solid growth and development
in a reasonable pace for an organization like CARPO.

We had started into 2020 with an enlarged team, deeply motivated to con-
tinue our project work with our awe-inspiring colleagues and partners in
the Middle East. In January, February and early March, our staff undertook
project-related field trips to Tehran, Ankara, Istanbul, London and Riyadh and
held track-2 workshops in Amman, Cérdoba and Ankara in January and Feb-
ruary, only to be ‘grounded’ at our office in Bonn and, a few weeks later, in
our homes due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. Early on into the
increasing uncertainties, we decided to cancel and postpone our activities
planned from mid-March onwards. That month, we had planned to hold a
bilateral workshop on Irag-Saudi relations in Riyadh, to implement a Tafahum
workshop at the headquarters of the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) in Solna and a local workshop in Yemen in the framework of
our Rethinking Yemen'’s Economy initiative. After a few weeks of hope that af-
ter the summer things would go back to normal, we had to realize that all our
projects and activities scheduled for 2020 would have to be adapted to the
new circumstances. Obviously, we were not the only ones, as even the most
comprehensive risk mitigation strategy of any project proposal out there had
not foreseen a global pandemic. So, for implementing partners, donors and
regional stakeholders alike, this was a completely new context to deal with
which dragged on throughout 2021.

An integral part of all CARPO projects has been to convene researchers and
experts for dialogue, knowledge exchange and knowledge transfer. What mat-
ters most in the framework of these track 1.5, track 2 and track 3 workshops
is the personal encounter. There is broad consensus in our field that while
the actual workshop sessions and the thematic exchange at the table are
key, the ‘real magic’ happens during coffee breaks, lunches, dinners or joint
strolls after a long workshop day. Obviously, most of this magic cannot be
transferred to the virtual space. This has posed a significant challenge to our
work. We have therefore aimed to develop, to the best of our abilities, differ-
ent online formats for all of our projects; formats that would ensure that trust
building through exchange can continue. We did so in close coordination and
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communication with our donors. The task for us was to keep alive the mo-
mentum generated in all projects by conducting new dialogue formats, be it
online only or in a hybrid format, i.e. combining online and on-site participa-
tion. Thanks to the creativity of our team on one hand, the trust and flexibility
of our donors on a second hand, and the openness to taking things forward in
the virtual space by our partners in the region on a third hand (yes, we grew
a third hand during this period!), we were able to continue the implementa-
tion of all our initiatives and were therefore not forced to halt or freeze any
of our projects.

We thus continued to engage Yemeni stakeholders with a specific focus on
economic and developmental policies in the Rethinking Yemen’s Economy
initiative, jointly implemented with the Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies and
DeepRoot Consulting and funded by the European Union and the Embassy
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Yemen. In the framework of Research
Cooperation on Peacebuilding in Yemen, implemented on behalf of the Deut-
sche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and by commission
of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ) and the European Union, international scholars and their counterparts
from Yemen examined the role different societal groups of Yemen can play
for peacebuilding efforts in their country. With the Institute of Oriental and
Asian Studies at the University of Bonn and the Gender Development Re-
search & Studies Center (GDRSC) at the University of Sana’a we continued to
implement the project Teaching and Advising on Post-Conflict Reconstruc-
tion, which sought to develop a syllabus on post-conflict reconstruction that
is to be taught at GDRSC in the framework of its master course ‘International
Development and Gender’. Our Tafahum project, jointly implemented with the
Gulf Research Center Foundation and funded by the German Federal Foreign
Office, continued in its second and third year and followed up on the findings
of its first year to develop concrete entry-points for a process towards region-
al security in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula - a region that encapsulates
the six states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) plus Yemen, Irag and Iran.
We are very happy to start the second phase of this project from December
2021 onwards named Tafahum wa Tabadul, which aims at leading shared re-
gional understanding (tafahum) to joint operational exchange (tabadul). Our
Iraq and its Neighbours project, launched in 2019 with the EastWest Institute
and funded by the European Union, elevated bilateral deliberations between
Iragi stakeholders and their counterparts from neighboring countries on a
regional level by raising some of the bilateral themes in a multilateral setting
to explore avenues of cooperation in technical, cultural and political areas.
This project ended in August 2021 at a very exciting regional moment: when
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Iraq hosted the “Baghdad Conference for Cooperation and Partnership”. We,
therefore, saw the essence of our project’s objective having come to life in
an actual regional summit. From December 2021 onwards, we continued our
Irag-related work in the framework of a new project, funded by GIZ. Together
with our partners in Stimson Europe (the former team of the no longer op-
erational EastWest Institute’s MENA department) we focused on Iraqg’s insti-
tutional landscape of think tanks, NGOs and research institutions working in
socioeconomic development.

In our Iran-Saudi Dialogue Initiative, funded by the Swiss Federal Department
for Foreign Affairs and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and for which we
also join forces with Stimson Europe, we developed the format of one-on-
one online tandems in order to allow our Iranian and Saudi participants to
have more space to interact with each other and discuss themes that ranged
from culture to academia, security, ideology, the role of external actors in the
Middle East to environment and trade related issues. We are very happy that
from October 2021, and after a short break, we have entered a new 18-months
phase of this project.

Additionally, we at CARPO and our colleagues at Stimson Europe launched
the Brussels MENA Briefing, a closed briefing format developed for the
Brussels-based policy community to discuss Middle East related dynamics
with speakers from the region and from Europe. Due to the pandemic, we
only held the first briefing in-person in March 2020 and have continued them
virtually thereafter. In addition to the projects briefly presented above, we
have been active in smaller research projects and dialogue initiatives, all of
which have been in line with our mission to “open enduring channels for
trustful dialogue and interactive knowledge transfer”.

Throughout 2020 and 2021, the pandemic prevented us from physically con-
vening regional stakeholders to in the framework of our activities. But in the
course of the many online meetings, we witnessed genuine regional solidarity
among them, as they regularly shared impressions on how life has been im-
pacted by COVID-19 in their respective countries. With regards to the online
formats, there was overall agreement among regional stakeholders, European
partner organizations and the donor community that they cannot replace
in-person dialogue settings. The limitations of online formats thus became
apparent early on. First and foremost, the sense of confidentiality generated
at our in-person workshops cannot be replicated in online formats. Concerns
about online sessions being recorded or monitored by third parties were
voiced time and again, and a significant number of regional stakeholders de-
cided to either not engage in such formats, or preemptively announced their
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inputs would be rather generic and less substantive. Trust building, too, which
necessitates personal interaction online meetings cannot provide, is difficult
or impossible to implement virtually. Bearing this in mind, we at CARPO con-
clude that online formats and platforms will be a useful tool in the future to
complement in-person dialogue formats, particularly where they allow for the
inclusion of stakeholders who would otherwise not be able to participate. We
came to realize that participants who already know each other from in-person
formats had comparably less hesitation to meet in online meetings. Similarly,
technical topics with less political sensitivity are easier to be discussed in a
virtual setting. Quick follow-ups and the continuation of exchanges initiated
at in-person workshops can be easily set up and help maintain the momen-
tum of exchange between in-person workshops.

Internally at CARPO, we also underwent important developments and chang-
es. We were excited to welcome in our team Tobias Zumbragel from Novem-
ber 2019 onwards and Julia Pickhardt from January 2020 to July 2021. Among
other tasks, Julia introduced us to new facilitation methods for our manifold
dialogue and mediation projects. Tobias has championed the launch of the
CARPO Sustainability Series - a series of publications that aim to contribute
to the slowly growing but still quite marginal research on sustainability in
the Middle East and North Africa. In addition to Tobias and Julia, a group of
greatly motivated student assistants joined us in 2020 and 2021. But with the
pandemic taking over, we decided to shut down our office as of April 2020
and had to get used to working remotely. This forced us to further digitalize
our communication structures and administrative processes — an experience
that was made by many of our partner organizations, and it was wonderful to
exchange lessons learned and best practices with them. While geographical-
ly separated and totally grounded in terms of mobility, there was a sense of
connection to partners in the region and elsewhere as we all had to undergo
a very new and, at times, surreal experience.

This surreal experience may have also led to some rethinking in the minds of
political leaders of the region we are focused on. As 2020 came to an end,
there were cautious signs and potentials of new political openings within the
GCC (between Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar), as well as
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. These dialogue channels, most of which had
been hosted in Iraq, have continued in 2021 and have, indeed, created some
hope for future with less tensions. In Yemen, too, new dynamics in the nego-
tiations under the auspices of UN Special Envoy Hans Grundberg give ground
for cautious hope. While the road towards the goal of a more peaceful future
remains long and has many pitfalls, there are at least positive prospects on
the horizon. Our dialogue projects have always aimed at developing concrete



C\’) Annual Report 2020/21 7

and tangible ideas for cooperation between these regional states as well as
within Yemen in order to be taken up and implemented immediately once the
political climate allows for it. We at CARPO hope that these gradual openings
may continue and may lead the region to de-escalation and diplomatic rap-
prochement in the near future.

To learn more about how we approach this goal, we would now like to invite
you to browse through our Biannual Report 2020-2021. We appreciate your
interest in what we do.

Sincerely,

The CARPO Executive Board
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2 About CARPO

CARPO was founded in 2014 by Germany-based academics trained in the fields
of Near and Middle Eastern Studies, Political Science and Social Anthropology.
Our work is situated at the nexus of research, consultancy and exchange with
a focus on implementing projects in close cooperation and partnership with
stakeholders in the Orient.

Mission

Our mission is to conduct independent research and analysis in partnership
with experts from the Orient. We believe that a prosperous and peaceful fu-
ture for the region can best be achieved through inclusive policy-making and
economic investment that engages the creative and resourceful potential of
all relevant actors. Therefore, CARPO opens enduring channels for interactive
knowledge transfer between academics, citizens, civil society, entrepreneurs,
and policymakers. Our network of researchers and experts establishes a func-
tional interface between state, economy, and society to generate both con-
text-specific and globally relevant knowledge.

Vision
Exploring and initiating sustainable cooperation and partnership with(in)
the Orient.

Services

In order to reach our goals and to strengthen cooperation with our partners,
CARPO offers a broad range of services:

. Research

CARPO brings together a network of researchers with distinguished ex-
pertise on countries of the Orient. We are well connected with researchers
and research institutions in the region and familiar with pertinent fields of
study. Through continuous presence in international workshops and con-
ferences, our researchers follow and shape the global academic discourse
on the region in various disciplines. CARPO offers to establish channels for
academic exchange and knowledge transfer between researchers from the
region and Europe by organizing conferences and workshops as well as
initiatives and working sessions for joint publications.
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« Consultancy

CARPOQO’s country experts are specialized on policy-relevant dimensions
of social, economic and political dynamics in specific country contexts.
Thanks to their expertise and because of their access to influential social
and political actors, our experts are able to work with and consult poli-
cy-makers working in and on the region. CARPO offers in-depth analyses of
significant developments that help assessing current and future dynamics
of respective country contexts. Based on these assessments, realistic future
scenarios are produced and tangible policy recommendations formulated.
CARPO also offers to explore prospects and potentials for entrepreneur-
ial activities in the Orient. Our experts provide risk analyses, concepts for
fact-finding missions and need assessments and, thereby, connect national
and international entrepreneurs.

- Exchange

We are convinced that sustainable people-to-people relations are key to
improving relations between Europe and the Orient. By generating ex-
change platforms for stakeholders to interact, gates for political, intercul-
tural and inter-societal dialogue are opened. Citizen-oriented development
- particularly in conflict-prone contexts - can only be fostered effectively
by engaging societies and by enabling their participation in shaping the
future of their countries. CARPO offers to design exchange projects that
connect influential actors such as policymakers, academics and intellectu-
als, artists, religious figures, musicians or activists from different countries
and regions in order to explore potential grounds for cooperation.
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Active CARPO Projects in 2020 and 2021

Project

Rethinking Yemen's Economy (RYE)

Iranian-Saudi Track-ll Dialogue Initiative

Tafahum

Teaching and Advising on Post-Conflict
Reconstruction*

Research Cooperation on Peacebuilding
in Yemen

Iraq and its Neighbours

Mapping Security Governance in Yemen

Global Autocratic Collaboration in Times
of COVID-19: Game Changer or Business
as usual in Sino-Gulf Relations*

kull:tour — Enhancing Cultural Dialogue
between the Gulf States and Germany

Tafahum wa Tabadul

Enhancing the Capacities and Capabili-
ties of Iraq’s Institutional Landscape

Project Period

03/2019 - 08/2021

10/2019 - 06/2021
10/2021 - 03/2023

10/2019 - 09/2021
05/2019 - 12/2020

02/2019 - 01/2020

06/2019 - 08/2021

04/2020 - 02/2021

02/2021 - 07/2022

10/2021 - 12/2021

12/2021 - 05/2023
12/2021 - 06/2022

Budget

1.188.287,00 EUR

189.120,00 EUR
260.163,00 EUR

1.716.178,00 EUR
195.812,00 EUR

121.830,00 EUR

600.000,00 EUR

228.000,00 EUR

119.000,00 EUR

47.444,00 EUR

904.430,00 EUR
249.981,00 EUR

Partners
DeepRoot Consulting,
Sana‘a Center for Strategic Studies

Stimson Europe
(formerly EastWest Institute)

Gulf Research Center Foundation (GRCF)

Institute of Oriental and Asian Studies
/University of Bonn,
Gender-Development Research & Studies
Center/Sana‘a University

Stimson Center Europe
(formerly EastWest Institute)

Yemen Polling Center (YPC)

University of Erlangen, Institute of Polit-
ical Science, Chair of Middle East Politics
and Society/Albert-Ludwigs-University
Freiburg

Gulf Research Center Foundation (GRCF)

Stimson Europe

Funded by

European Union/Embassy of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands to Yemen

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA),
Switzerland/Foreign Ministry of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands

German Federal Foreign Office

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

German Federal Ministry of Economic Coopera-
tion adn Development via Deutsche Gesellschaft
flr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

European Union

Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade
and Development

VolkswagenStiftung

German Federal Foreign Office

German Federal Foreign Office

German Federal Ministry of Economic Coopera-
tion and Development via Deutsche Gesellschaft
flr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

* project lead not by CARPO
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3 Projects

3.1 Enhancing the Capacities and Capabilities
of Iraq’s Institutional Landscape

3.1.1 Summary

Severe economic challenges impose enduring hardship on the livelihoods of
the Iraqi populations. To help bridge the divide between the state and society
and to support the process of socioeconomic development and reform, this
project aimed to develop the capacities of relevant Iraqgi government stake-
holders, private research institutions, think tanks, and NGOs to act as an in-
termediary between state and society. It further assisted project participants
to work jointly on a sustainability strategy for the promotion of dialogue and
participation in Iraq that would contribute to policy reforms. After a thorough
mapping and needs assessment, the implementing organizations defined tai-
lored capacity-development measures and activities for Iraqi partners.

Project Duration
December 2021 - June 2022

Project Partner

Stimson Europe (formerly EastWest Institute)
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3.2 Global Autocratic Collaboration in Times of COVID-19:
Game Changer or Business as usual in Sino-Gulf Relations

3.2.1 Summary

There is strong empirical evidence that COVID-19 acts as a booster for pro-
cesses of global autocratization in which autocratic protagonists present
themselves as more effective role models in fighting the pandemic than the
‘liberal script’ of Western societies. This project aimed at explaining these
corridors of autocratic collaboration based on the example of Sino-Gulf rela-
tions that challenge Europe’s and Germany'’s international alliances and part-
nerships. The project consisted of two research blocs: Firstly, it dealt with the
traveling of autocratic practices and asks how global autocratic collaboration
manifests itself in times of crises. Secondly, the project addressed questions
of competition for China’s favor: How are regional actors competing in terms
of their ‘special relations’” with China? The project is funded by the Volkswa-
gen Foundation.

Project Duration
February 2021 - July 2022

Project Partner
« Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Niirnberg (lead partner)

« Albert-Ludwigs University of Freiburg
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3.3 Iranian-Saudi Dialogue Initiative (ISDI)

3.3.1 Summary

Since 2015, CARPO has implemented an Iran-Saudi dialogue format in coop-
eration with the EastWest Institute in Brussels (now Stimson Europe). This
initiative entails workshops and publications focusing on the exchange of
perspectives on relevant issues between diplomats, policy analysts and secu-
rity experts from both countries. A first project phase - funded by the Ger-
man Ministry for Foreign Affairs through the Institut fir Auslandsbeziehungen
(ifa) - ran from 2015 to 2018. Throughout this period, numerous workshops
on a broad variety of topics were implemented and their insights published
through publicly available. In 2019, the initiative entered its second phase and
is now jointly funded by the Foreign Ministries of Switzerland and the Nether-
lands. In October 2021, both donors extended their funding until 2023. As in
previous years, this initiative continued to bring together distinguished stake-
holders from Tehran and Riyadh to exchange viewpoints and assessments on
issues of shared interest and concern in the Middle East.

Project Duration
October 2015 - April 2023

Project Partner

Stimson Europe (formerly: EastWest Institute)

3.3.2 Events

Unsurprisingly, 2020 and 2021 held also for the Iran-Saudi Dialogue Initiative
unexpected challenges. Originally, it was planned to organize two dialogue
workshops until April 2021 with Iranian and Saudi participants in order to sup-
port trust building as well as knowledge exchange and production between
them. Owed to the COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences for international
travelling and conferences, CARPO had to re-think this approach. Instead of
physical workshops, CARPO has been organizing a series of online consulta-
tions and has been setting up written exchange channels, allowing Iranian
and Saudi participants to discuss relevant and timely topics such as environ-
mental cooperation, post-pandemic economic relations and future visions of
the Middle East in safe online spaces. As the regional climate remains volatile
and tense, dialogue channels remain highly relevant. Owed to its flexible and
proactive approach, the Iran-Saudi Dialogue Initiative has been able to adapt
to the current situation and continues to contribute to ongoing de-escala-
tion efforts.


https://carpo-bonn.org/en/carpo-briefs/
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In order to keep the dialogue channels intact and to continue the exchange,
even in times of the pandemic, the Iran-Saudi Dialogue Initiative managed
to bring Iranian and Saudi stakeholders together virtually, showing that such
dialogue is possible against all odds. By applying an innovative online tandem
format, the project fulfilled its original objective to generate both knowledge
exchange as well as trust-building. Furthermore, this initiative produced in-
sightful and highly topical written outputs that do not only provide critical
assessments of current dynamics and developments in the Persian Gulf region
but also proposed concrete ideas and recommendations for further dialogue
and cooperation between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
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3.4 Iraq and its Neighbors (IAN)

3.4.1 Summary

In June 2019, CARPO and the EastWest Institute (now Stimson Europe) start-
ed their EU-funded project ‘Iraq and its Neighbours - Enhancing Dialogue
and Regional Integration in West Asia’. The project envisioned Iraq as the
center point for regional dialogue and cooperation, rather than as a theater
of regional proxy wars and conflict. It implemented a series of bilateral and
multilateral workshops to facilitate dialogue between civil society advisors
from Iraq and its immediate neighbours Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and
Kuwait, with the aim of identifying and operationalizing tangible avenues for
cooperation and coordination on issues of shared interest and concern. Also,
the current and future role of the European Union, both in Irag and the region
as a whole, were continuously discussed.

Given the restrictions on travel and face-to-face meetings due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the project had to move its activities to the virtual sphere from
April 2020 onward. Based on the dynamic that was created during the proj-
ect activities in the first months of 2020, the momentum was maintained by
continued online exchanges, virtual workshops and ongoing conversations by
phone, email and social media. All stakeholders - especially those in Iraq and
its neighbouring countries - showed an enormous willingness to continue
on this path and to work for increasing regional dialogue and cooperation.
The year 2021 continued with more virtual events and a focus on stakeholder
outreach in Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi-Arabia, Turkey and Iran. In order to
clearly outline how the influential foreign policy communities of Irag’s neigh-
bouring envision the future of political affairs in Irag, CARPO and Stimson
Europe held focused policy outreach web calls and produced concise read-
outs/policy documents on how the neighbouring capitals view the political
developments in Iraq. The project ended in August 2021 after a concluding
conference in Brussels.

Project Duration
June 2019 - August 2021

Project Partner

Stimson Europe (formerly EastWest Institute)
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3.4.2 Events

Workshop “Deliberations on Iraq-Turkey Relations” (February 2020, Ankara)

This workshop pursued the aim of developing an update on themes of shared
interest and concern between Baghdad and Turkey, and shed light on interde-
pendencies on the one hand, and potential avenues for broadened relations
and cooperation on the other hand. Furthermore, it established how lIraqi
- Turkish relations play into regional dynamics and vice versa. Important dis-
cussed topics were the countries security relations, the shared reconstruction
of ISIS liberated areas, possibilities for shared water management and possible
progress in the people-to-people relations.

Virtual Session “Political affairs between Iraq and Saudi Arabia” (June 2020)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the workshop in Saudi Arabia could not
take place. It was replaced with two online-consultations. The first consul-
tation discussed political matters concerning the two countries, including
border security, counter-terrorism, as well as possible shared research and
knowledge-production processes to overcome misperceptions between the
two countries

Virtual Session “Economic affairs between Iraq and Saudi Arabia” (October
2020)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the workshop in Saudi Arabia could not take
place. It was replaced with two online-consultations. In the second online
consultation the focus was on economic affairs. Shared interests in the fields
of energy, trade and agriculture as well as religious tourism were discussed.

Virtual Session “Deliberations on Relations between Iraq and Iran” (Sep-
tember 2020)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the workshop in Iran could not take place. It
was replaced with two online-consultations. In the first consultation, the way
towards a strategic dialogue between the two countries was discussed. Due
to their close ties and interdependencies, both countries are interested in the
other country’s sustainable stability.

Virtual Session “Deliberations on Relations between Iraq and Iran” (Octo-
ber 2020)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the workshop in Iran could not take place. It
was replaced with two online-consultations. The second consultation revisit-
ed the outcomes of the first consultation, further emphasizing the need for a
strategic dialogue between Irag and Iran.
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Online Consultation with European Experts “How to Advance EU Engage-
ment in Iraq and its Neighbourhood” (February 2021)

An essential part of the project’s deliberations has been to define which role
the European Union (EU) can play to initiate, incentivize and facilitate regional
dialogue in West Asia. To better assess the feasibility of ideas that were de-
veloped with regional stakeholders, CARPO and Stimson Europe gathered a
group of renowned European policy experts with distinguished knowledge
about regional affairs and EU policies. This online consultation took place in
February 2021 and was widely appreciated by the participating experts.

Online Academic Exchange on “Iraq’s National Security in a Shifting Region-
al Context: Role of Academia in Enhancing Peace Building and Strengthen-
ing Regional Cooperation” (June 2021)

On Monday, 7 June 2021, the College of Political Science at al-Nahrain Uni-
versity in Baghdad, Stimson Europe and CARPO hosted a conference on Iraq’s
national security in a shifting regional context with a focus on how academia
can contribute to regional stability and cooperation. The online event was
attended by high-level Iraqgi leaders and officials, experts, academics, and stu-
dents from Iraq (in person), as well as experts from Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait
and Jordan (virtually). This event served as the first ‘follow-up activity’ of
the initial workshop phase and constituted the first outcome of exchang-
es between academics from Iraq with their counterparts in the context of
this project.

Concluding Conference “Enhancing Dialogue and Regional Integration in
West Asia” (July 2021, Brussels)

The concluding conference held in Brussels on 13 and 14 July 2021 brought
together in a hybrid format key stakeholders from Iraq, the region and Eu-
rope, who had been involved in this project. Given the promising success of
Iraq in hosting Iran-Saudi security talks in Baghdad and the overall regional
trend toward de-escalation and détente, the participants dived deep into the
evolving regional role of Iraqg, to what extent bilateral ties between Irag and
its neighbours have shifted, and whether the vision of Iraq as a center for
regional dialogue remained a distant objective or might be achievable in the
not-too-distant future.
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3.5 kull:tour - Enhancing Cultural Dialogue between the
Gulf States and Germany

3.5.1 Summary

To enhance Gulf-German cultural dialogue, CARPO implemented this German
Federal Foreign Office-funded project in late 2021. Its main activity was a
workshop in December 2021 that brought together artists from the Gulf Arab
States and Germany. Due to travel restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the event took place in a virtual format. The workshop offered the
participants the opportunity to exchange ideas about their cultural commit-
ment in the areas of culture and realities of life, culture and sustainability
and culture in everyday life. As a result of this workshop, concrete ideas for
joint cultural projects were developed that brought together German and
Gulf Arabian perspectives and insights. It is intended to realize these ideas at
a later stage.

Project Duration
October 2021 - December 2021
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3.6 Mapping Security Governance in Yemen

3.6.1 Summary

The objective of this research project was to map local security structures in
al-Hudayda, Ta'iz and Aden with the goal of formulating recommendations on
transitional security governance in support of the efforts of the UN Special En-
voy to Yemen. We sought to determine whether and how existing institutions
can contribute to the implementation of both local agreements as well as a
comprehensive peace or ceasefire agreement. This project was implemented
in partnership with the Yemen Policy Center (YPC) and funded through the
Peace and Stabilization Operations Program (PSOPS) of the Canadian Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development.

Project Duration
April 2020 - February 2021

Project Partner
Yemen Policy Center (YPC)

3.6.2 Events

YPC/CARPO Briefing on Local Security Governance in Time of War (21.
April 2021)

On 21 April 2021, Mareike Transfeld, Mohamed al-Iriani, Maged Sultan and Ma-
rie-Christine Heinze held a briefing for invited members of the international
and Yemeni community focusing on the security sector, including representa-
tives from the OSESGY, to introduce them to the findings of the YPC/CARPO
Policy Report published a week earlier. The presentations touched on the
objectives and methodology of the research, specific findings from the three
governorates under investigation (al-Hudayda, Ta‘iz and Aden) and findings
on women’s and girls’ security concerns in Yemen.

3.6.3 Publications

YPC/CARPO Policy Report: Local Security Governance in Yemen in Times of
War. The Cases of al-Hudayda, Ta‘iz and Aden

by Mareike Transfeld, Mohamed al-Iriani, Maged Sultan and Marie-Christine Heinze
After six years of war, state institutions in Yemen have fragmented along mul-

tiple fault lines. The security sector is no exception. Given their role as cen-
tral nodes of the country’s security governance structure, this Policy Report
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explores governorate-level Security Committees in three governorates that
have been particularly affected by violence and institutional fragmentation:
Ta'iz, al-Hudayda and Aden. Next to seeking to understand the institutional
set-up and functions of the Committees, questions guiding this Report are
how the Committees have evolved in the context of state fragmentation and
what, if any, capacities they have to play a potential role in local-level me-
diation (for instance, regarding humanitarian access) or transitional security
governance arrangements.


https://carpo-bonn.org/en/local-security-governance-in-yemen-in-times-of-war/

C\’) Annual Report 2020/21 21

3.7 Research Cooperation on Peacebuilding in Yemen

3.7.1 Summary

This ongoing initiative seeks to develop the capacities of Yemeni and inter-
national researchers and organizations in researching and advising on peace-
building in Yemen. Within its framework, an ongoing series of publications,
each resulting from a Yemeni-international research partnership, on aspects
of peacebuilding in Yemen is developed and published. The initiative is imple-
mented on behalf of Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbe-
it (GIZ) GmbH and co-financed by the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the European Union.

Project Duration

February 2019 - ongoing

Project Partners

« Amran University

+ Gender-Development Research & Studies Center (GDRSC), Sana’a University
« Itar for Social Development

«  Yemen Polling Center (YPC)

+  Youth Without Borders Organization for Development (YWBOD)

3.7.2 Publications

CARPO Brief 19: The Role of the Private Sector in Peacebuilding in Yemen

by Tarek Barakat, Ali al-Jarbani and Laurent Bonnefoy

This Brief analyzes the state of the private sector in Yemen during the ongoing
war and explores its potential to contribute to the country’s peace require-
ments. It presents challenges entrepreneurs face and the potential contribu-
tion of these in sectors that are central to the construction and sustainability
of peace. It highlights the fact that their actions and capacity to offer jobs and
revenue to the Yemeni population are constrained by the fragmentation of
authority and the resultant lack of transparency. It also demonstrates that the
focus on regional and international aid has left many entrepreneurs feeling
abandoned and helpless.


https://carpo-bonn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/carpo_brief_19_18-05-20_EN.pdf
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CARPO Brief 18: The Role of Civil Society in Peacebuilding in Yemen

by Abdulkarim Qassim, Loay Amin, Mareike Transfeld and Ewa Strzelecka

The current political and economic conditions in Yemen make it difficult for
CSOs to continue functioning on an effective level, while a lack of human and
organizational capacity are hampering project results. Nevertheless, Yemeni
CSOs contribute to peace requirements in various sectors and remain an im-
portant actor in the Yemeni civic sphere. In a context in which conflict parties
are not willing to compromise and media contributes to escalating violence,
actors that uphold the principles of human rights, political participation and
peace are most likely to be found in the realm of civil society. For civil society
to be able to contribute to peacebuilding and future reconstruction efforts,
now is the time for international organizations to support CSOs and invest
seriously into their human and organizational capacity building.

CARPO Brief 17: The Role of Youth in Peacebuilding in Yemen
by Maged al-Kholidy, Yazeed al-Jeddawy and Kate Nevens

Despite its major transformative potential, local level youth work is often
overlooked by mainstream international discourses on national level peace
processes and violent conflict. This Brief sheds light on young peoples’ activ-
ism before and during the war, the challenges they are currently facing, their
visions for the future of Yemen and the kind of support they need. The contri-
butions of young men and women to the economy, politics, culture and soci-
ety, security and justice, education and the environment show how youth are
laying the groundwork for peace and social cohesion in their communities.

Brief 16: The Role of the Media in Peacebuilding in Yemen
by Fatima Saleh, Scott Preston and Mareike Transfeld

The increased political capture of the Yemeni media since 2014 has reinforced
diverging political discourses and has contributed to polarization across so-
ciety and to political fragmentation. Practitioners face steep challenges in
composing professional stories. Journalists are subject to harassment, intimi-
dation, abduction and violence. Yet, Yemeni journalists remain hopeful of the
prospect of media reform and are eager to detail the prerequisites for proac-
tive change. Encouraging the development of independent news outlets, in-
dependent funding and capacity-building activities could enable the Yemeni
media to contribute to better mutual understanding, de-escalation and the
requirements for peace.


https://carpo-bonn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/carpo_brief_18_04-05-20_EN.pdf
https://carpo-bonn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/carpo_brief_17_27-04-20_EN.pdf
https://carpo-bonn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/carpo_brief_16.pdf
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CARPO Brief 14: The Role of Women in Peacebuilding in Yemen
by Iman al-Gawfi, Bilkis Zabara and Stacey Philbrick Yadav

Yemeni women are laying foundations for sustainable peace through every-
day practices that have the capacity to help transform the landscape of wom-
en’s rights in the post-war period. Wider recognition of women’s paid and
unpaid work in wartime, and the conditions that enable it, could improve the
social cohesion, economic stability, and human security necessary for sustain-
able peace. Based on research conducted in the summer and fall of 2019, this
CARPO/GDRSC Brief reviews variations in women’s experience of conflict and
participation in everyday peacebuilding in different parts of the country, ad-
vocates for an entitlement-based approach that recognizes women'’s agency,
supports women's diverse aims, and works to leverage their existing contribu-
tions in support of sustainable peace.


https://carpo-bonn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/carpo_brief_14.pdf
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3.8 Rethinking Yemen’s Economy (RYE)

3.8.1 Summary

The Rethinking Yemen’s Economy initiative aims to contribute to peacebuild-
ing and conflict prevention, (economic) stabilization and sustainable develop-
ment in Yemen by building consensus in crucial policy areas through engag-
ing and promoting informed Yemeni voices (the ‘Development Champions’)
from all backgrounds in the public discourse on development, economy and
post-conflict reconstruction in Yemen and by positively influencing local, re-
gional and international development agendas. The project is implemented
by CARPO, DeepRoot Consulting and the Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies.
It is funded in equal parts by the European Union and the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands to Yemen.

In 2020-21, most of the events planned for this year - except the Develop-
ment Champions Forum, which took place in Amman in January - could not
be implemented due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. In order to maintain
momentum among the Development Champions, continue to provide in-
depth research and pertinent recommendations, and ensure the sustainability
of the Development Champions as a group, we adapted our activities to the
new situation by:

Implementing several virtual meetings among the Development Champions;

Conducting a series of online briefings for an international audience with par-
ticipation from among the Development Champions;

Increasing the number of research projects and respective consultations
with the Development Champions and other Yemeni experts on the re-
spective topics;

And working on the institutionalization of the Development Champions Fo-
rum, amongst others by hiring a Secretary General.

Project Duration
March 2017 - August 2021

Project Partners
+ DeepRoot Consulting

« Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies (Sana’a Center)
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3.8.2 Events

Development Champions Forum VI (January 2020, Amman)

The Development Champions Forum held its sixth meeting as part of the
Rethinking Yemen’s Economy initiative on January 25-27, 2020, in Amman,
Jordan. The Development Champions discussed critical economic priorities for
a peace agreement, the priorities of the electricity sector in Yemen, and ways
to improve the efficiency of local governance. The Development Champions
highlighted that the sustainability of a peace agreement in Yemen depends
on access to resources and macroeconomic stability. They stressed that these
factors will support or undermine peace during the fragile post-conflict tran-
sition phase and therefore they must be addressed head-on during negotia-
tions. The Forum also examined the current and pre-war state of the electrici-
ty sector, identifying key emerging challenges and exploring practical options
for interventions in this sector. Discussing local governance, the Champions
highlighted the importance of local councils in holding communities together
and in governing at the local level, despite their weaknesses. They also sur-
veyed the challenges faced by local authorities in the new wartime realities,
and proposed solutions and recommendations to address these.

As an outcome of this Forum, a policy brief exploring economic priorities in
the peace agreement as well as white papers on the electricity sector and
local governance in Yemen were produced (see below).

G2K-RYE Webinar on ‘Economic Dimensions of the Conflict in Yemen’
(04 June 2020)

This webinar, co-implemented with The Gulf/2000 project at Columbia Uni-
versity, focused on the economic dimensions of the conflict in Yemen. Two
representatives of the Development Champions, Jeehan Abdulghaffar and
Mohammed Shihab, as well as Rafat al-Akhali of one of RYE's co-implement-
ing partners, DeepRoot Consulting, presented on the impact of the war on
the economy, challenges of the business community during the war and eco-
nomic priorities for sustainable peace in Yemen. Amongst others, the speak-
ers emphasized the need to create conditions for sustainable development
and peacebuilding by combining emergency humanitarian relief efforts with
development aid, empowering local actors and investing in human capital;
to take the necessary measures to ensure that national monetary policies
become more viable and effective; and to ensure that a peace agreement in
Yemen is sustainable by taking into account the economic drivers of the war
and addressing them in the peace-making process.
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Virtual Briefing to the Netherlands Embassy to Yemen (01 October 2020)

This virtual briefing to the Netherlands Embassy was held to introduce the RYE
initiative to the incoming Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, HE
Peter-Derek Hof, and to present some of the findings and recommendations
of the Development Champions Forum and respective research conducted by
the implementing partners to the team at the Netherlands Embassy. Presen-
tations focused on the impact of the war on SMEs, fuel and local power dy-
namics and power & electricity. Amongst others, the speakers emphasized the
need for economic policy reforms to improve the operating environment of
SMEs and create better access to affordable financing for SMEs and to use the
opportunities created by the global COVID-19 pandemic to build back better
in the Yemeni power and electricity sector.

RYE/Brussels MENA Briefing on ‘The Economic Dimensions of the Conflict
in Yemen’ (06 October 2020)

The Brussels MENA Briefings are in-depth, invite-only roundtable discussions
on topics of current significance in the MENA region, co-hosted by CARPO
and the Stimson Europe and held in Brussels on the first week of every sec-
ond month. Beginning of October 2020, RYE was a co-host at this Briefing.
The speakers of this briefing were Laila Tawfik Anaam, Development Cham-
pion and co-founder and managing director of the Yemen Loan Guarantee
Program at the Social Fund for Development in Yemen, and Rafat al-Akhali,
founder and managing director of DeepRoot Consulting, implementing part-
ner at RYE. CARPO President Marie-Christine Heinze moderated the session.

The speakers explained that approximately 40% of Yemeni households have
lost their primary source of income in both the private and public sectors.
Fisheries and agricultural entrepreneurs in particular had been hit hard by
the devastating effects of the war. In addition to that it was outlined that the
banking sector has effectively collapsed and that the monetary system has
become dysfunctional. Both speakers referred to the severe consequences
caused by the split of the Central Bank of Yemen, which has led to conflicting
monetary policies. It was highlighted that those government agencies that
provided regular income for both public servants as well as recipients of so-
cial welfare have either halted or interrupted their services.

Laila Anaam shed light on the grim prospects for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) in Yemen, which are heavily impacted by closures of and
restrictions at sea and airports as well as land border crossings, which make
any form of cross-border trade extremely difficult and cost-intensive. Mobil-
ity within Yemen has been reduced massively, it was pointed out, because
of the country’s infrastructure - i.e. roads, bridges, tunnels, etc. - being de-
stroyed during the war and because of the high number of checkpoints and
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lines of conflict that need to be crossed. Basic needs of businesses, such as
electricity, pose serious challenges for entrepreneurs, it was explained. They
are dependent on (private) generators which too often cannot operate due
to fuel shortages in the country. What SMEs in Yemen direly need, according
to Laila Anaam, is a legal framework which enables them to operate at sea
and airports and border crossings, an overall easing of taxation and the es-
tablishment of supporting microfinance institutions with lending capital. It
was reiterated that the agricultural sector (fishery, livestock, etc.) should be
prioritized in this effort as this would help to address food insecurity.

In general, the war should be seen through the lens of economy, Rafat
al-Akhali argued. He explained that the conflict is a battle for the “command-
ing heights” of the country’s economic resources and institutions. He also
highlighted that there are currently no real economic incentives for any par-
ty to stop the war. It is hence important, it was established, that any peace
agreement for Yemen entail a clear roadmap for economic stability. The ongo-
ing UN-led peace efforts, it was argued, fall short of addressing the economic
drivers of the conflict. What needs to be put on the agenda, Rafat al-Akhali
urged, is the need to re-establish one Central Bank, ensure the resumption
of the payment of public sector salaries, define a way to reach an agreement
on how to allocate natural resources revenues, and to clearly outline the path
towards reconstruction and economic recovery. While this is a major task, the
speaker recalled precedents and blueprints of similar approaches in the past,
namely the Dayton Accords and their focus on the Central Bank board and
governor in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Accra Agreement which entailed a
Governance Reform Commission and a Contract and Monopolies Commission,
and the case of Angola, where economic power-sharing in the Cabinda Prov-
ince was part of the conflict settlement strategies.

It was recommended by both speakers that for the European Union to play a
role in conflict-resolution in Yemen, these economic factors not only serve as
important issues to raise, but as points of departure for European initiatives
to support the Yemeni process through diplomacy, aid, investment, capaci-
ty-building and efforts for reconstruction and reconciliation.

Development Champions Forum VII (January 2021, implemented virtually)

The Development Champions Forum held its seventh meeting as part of the
Rethinking Yemen’s Economy initiative on 25-27 January 2021. Due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this DCF was implemented virtually. The Devel-
opment Champions discussed the local economic environment and improv-
ing productivity as well as the topic of public debt. As an outcome of this
Forum, Policy Brief 23 Local Economic Councils. A Tool to Improve Business
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Productivity in Yemen was published on 06 September 2021 and a further
policy brief on public debt is forthcoming.

Media Call with the Development Champions on ‘Yemen’s Economy and
Paths to Peace Six Years On’ (22 February 2021, held virtually)

This off-the-record media call brought three Development Champions, Jamila
Ali Rajaa, Ali al-Hibshi and Mohammed Shihab, together with international
media to discuss Yemen’s economic decline six years into the conflict and the
war'’s impact on Yemen’s population. The discussion was moderated by Osa-
mah Al-Rawhani. The Development Champions presented the most pressing
challenges to the Yemeni economy including the drivers behind the deteri-
oration of the economic situation, as well as the impact of the war on the
Yemeni people, in particular Yemeni women. The Development Champions
emphasized the need for economic issues to be addressed as part of the UN-
led peace process and future political agreements.

Consultative Meeting with the IMF (17 May 2021, held virtually)

On 17 May 2021, the Development Champions Forum held a consultative
meeting with the International Monetary Fund, at the request of the IMF prior
to their meetings and dialogue with the Yemeni government between 24 May
and 3 June 2021. The discussion was productive and focused on two main
points: a) existing challenges and assessing the economic and humanitarian
situation; and b) the potential support of the International Monetary Fund for
the macroeconomic stability policies. The Fund’s officials presented a brief
overview of their work and the aim of the consultations and dialogue with
Yemeni organizations, experts and the Yemeni government to understand
and evaluate the current economic and humanitarian conditions and how the
IMF can provide future support on the short-and-medium-term prospects.
The DCF team briefed the IMF on RYE program and subsequently discussed
the challenges as well as the opportunities of the current realities and de-
velopments on the ground. The DCF highlighted the importance of working
with official authorities on the issue of foreign debt. The Development Cham-
pions also noted the concerns associated with the rapid decline of the local
currency and the importance of supporting its stability against the dollar,
as it is pivotal to alleviating the suffering of the people. The DCF team also
stressed the importance of supporting the vital role of the private sector as
it is the largest operator in providing goods as well as jobs and emphasized
the importance of maintaining a suitable environment and conditions for this
sector to cultivate its full potential. The DCF noted that there is a need to take
effective measures and build constructive programs to improve governance.
The DCF offered to support the International Monetary Fund in bridging the
gap between the conflicting sides through active dialogues to support a
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convergence of views, particularly in the socioeconomic area. In closing, the
IMF team expressed their desire to continue the conversation with the Forum
and to benefit from its experiences and resources.

Briefing with the US Special Envoy to Yemen (16 July 2021, held virtually)

On Friday, 16 July 2021, representatives of the DCF held a virtual briefing
with US Special Envoy to Yemen Mr. Tim Lenderking and his team to dis-
cuss the importance of economic issues, their relevance to the peace process
and as a fundamental post-conflict stabilization factor. During the meeting,
the Champions emphasized the need to prioritize self-sustaining economic
growth in Yemen over its dependence on humanitarian aid and the need to
find solutions to economic grievances to ensure durable and sustainable relief
by providing support and empowering respective efforts of Yemeni commu-
nities, the private sector and other local institutions. Accordingly, they recom-
mended that the US focus its efforts on macroeconomic stabilization and on
fostering local capacities and initiatives, thus contributing to keeping hope
alive. The Champions also highlighted challenges to the peace process, par-
ticularly the weaponization of the economy and the financial system by both
parties to the conflict, which is a key driver for prolonging the conflict and
incentivizing the war economy. In order to address this, the DCF called for a
stronger international focus, including of the US and the UN Special Envoys,
on economic stabilization, amongst others by engaging more Yemenis and by
building on the work that Yemenis are already doing. On his part, Special En-
voy Tim Lenderking noted that the economic factors in the current situation
are real and need to be addressed, amongst others be recognizing economic
grievances and economic drivers of the conflict. He also emphasized the need
of the conversation to become more inclusive. The Special Envoy and the DCF
agreed to continue the constructive conversation.

Technical Consultations between the OECD and the Development Champi-
ons (16 September and 27 October 2021, held virtually)

On 16 September and 27 October 2021, three virtual technical consultations
were held between the OECD and the Development Champions to support
the OECD’s EU-funded ‘Promoting Economic Resilience in Yemen’ project, dis-
cussing the following topics: the economic and financial context: challenges
and the way forward; public governance: public budgeting with a specific fo-
cus on anti-corruption; and public-private dialogue. These meetings with the
Development Champions were attended by more than fifteen OECD staff in
total and were intended to inform the drafting of capacity-building activities
to be implemented within the OECD project.
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Three technical consultation meeting between the Development Champi-
ons and US stakeholders (7-9 December 2021, held virtually)

Three virtual technical consultation meetings organized by the DCF Secretary
General in coordination with the team of the US Special Envoy were held with
the Development Champions between 7-9 December 2021, centering on the
following topics: public governance; Yemeni Riyal depreciation; and medium
to long-term growth opportunities. The meetings were intended to inform
the US strategy towards Yemen and were attended by staff of the US Special
Envoy, the US Embassy to Yemen and USAID. Furthermore, the DCF Secretary
General facilitated and coordinated a one-on-one meeting between the US
Special Envoy on Yemen and former Governor of CBY Aden and Development
Champion, Mohammed Zemam (see ).

3.8.3 Publications
All RYE publications are available in English and Arabic.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Policy Brief 18: Developing Human Capital

This Policy Brief summarizes discussions regarding Yemen’s human capital at
a ‘Rethinking Yemen’s Economy’ workshop held in Amman, Jordan, on August
24-25, 2019. The workshop participants agreed that many of the obstacles to
improving Yemen'’s human capital were present prior to the current conflict.
This Policy Brief thus recommends: countrywide population surveys; more
funding of development projects over emergency humanitarian assistance;
education reforms; and the targeting of sectors with high human capital re-
turns. Crucially, policymakers should not wait for the end of the conflict to
implement these recommendations.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Policy Brief 19: Developing Yemen’s Fishing
Industry

This policy brief summarizes discussions regarding Yemen'’s fishing industry
at a ‘Rethinking Yemen’s Economy’ workshop held in al-Mukalla, Yemen, on
November 26-28, 2019. The workshop participants, among them numerous
stakeholders in the fishing industry from across Yemen, agreed that given
the inability of the Ministry of Fish Wealth to carry out its basic institutional
functions due to the ongoing conflict, it is crucial that the ministry’s executive
privileges for short-term policy making and regulation be temporarily dele-
gated to local councils and that they be empowered to regulate the industry


https://twitter.com/statedept_nea/status/1469426325291257859?s=21
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/rye-brief-18-developing-human-capital/
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during the conflict. The participants also identified longer-term policies for
the government and international stakeholders to revitalize the industry and
enhance its capabilities.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy White Paper 06: Microfinance in Yemen. An
Overview of Challenges and Opportunities

This White Paper explores the historic development of Yemen'’s microfinance
industry and its players, as well as the impacts of the ongoing conflict. This
analysis is followed by recommendations that address four specific areas -
capacity building, financing, program design and research - to help create a
more conducive operating environment for microfinance overall. The objec-
tive is to better place the industry to achieve its socioeconomic aims in the
near term and contribute to Yemen’s recovery post conflict.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Policy Brief 20: Economic Priorities for a Sus-
tainable Peace Agreement in Yemen

The sustainability of a peace agreement in Yemen will, amongst others, de-
pend on two critical insights: First, in a conflict that is largely over access to
resources, the issues of distribution and control of those resources can make
or break peace. Second, where peace agreements lack provisions that create
overall economic stability, warfare can resume during the fragile implementa-
tion period. At the sixth Development Champions Forum in Amman, Jordan,
from 25 to 27 January 2020, the Development Champions therefore focused
on identifying urgent macroeconomic, fiscal, and monetary issues that pose
a direct threat to the successful implementation of any peace agreement in
Yemen. This Policy Brief summarizes their key recommendations on economic
provisions that need to be included in the peace agreement.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Flash Report 01: Deterioration of the Foreign
Exchange Rate of the Yemeni Rial

The Development Champions Forum held multiple online discussions in the
period from 20-24 June 2020 to discuss the reasons behind the recent de-
terioration in the foreign exchange rate of the Yemeni rial. The Champions
also discussed possible immediate interventions that can be applied by the
concerned parties to curb the rial’s depreciation against foreign currencies.
This Flash Report presents a summary of those discussions and the resulting
recommendations.


https://carpo-bonn.org/en/rye-brief-19-developing-yemens-fishing-industry/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/rye-white-paper-06-microfinance-in-yemen-an-overview-of-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/20-economic-priorities-for-a-sustainable-peace-agreement-in-yemen/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/deterioration-of-the-foreign-exchange-rate-of-the-yemeni-rial/
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Rethinking Yemen’s Economy White Paper 07: Yemen’s Accelerating Eco-
nomic Woes during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Since early 2015, Yemen has been almost completely dependent on three
external sources to secure foreign currency inflows and stimulate economic
activity: foreign humanitarian aid, Saudi financial support to the internation-
ally recognized government, and - by far the most significant - remittances
from Yemeni expatriates, most working in Saudi Arabia. All three of these
foreign currency sources have dramatically declined in 2020 because of the
global COVID-19 pandemic. The current acute shortage of foreign currency
has profound implications for the value of Yemen’s domestic currency, and
the country’s ability to finance fuel and basic commodity imports. This is
likely to lead to the rapid intensification of the humanitarian crisis. This White
Paper presents policy recommendations to address this situation for relevant
national and international stakeholders.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Policy Brief 21: Impacts of the War on the
Telecommunications Sector in Yemen

The telecommunications and information technology sector in Yemen is the
second largest source of public revenue after the petroleum sector, and con-
tributes important work opportunities, whether directly or indirectly, through
its connections to other sectors of the national economy. Some of the most
challenges of the sector are the unsuitability of the legal and institutional
regulatory environments; fragmentation of public entities in the sector; the
lack of separation between political, regulatory and operational roles within
the sector; and the reliance on a weak and fragile infrastructure to provide
these services. This Policy Brief identifies urgent as well as medium to long-
term policies and programs to address these and other challenges identified
in the paper.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Policy Brief 22: Solar-Powered Irrigation in
Yemen: Opportunities, Challenges and Policies

Yemen is one of the most water-scarce countries in the world. Its agricultural
sector is the dominant user of groundwater resources, accounting for around
90 percent of total consumption. Due to the current crisis, fuel required for
pumps has become scarce and very expensive; as a result, solar energy has
begun to play a role in the extraction and supply of groundwater for irriga-
tion. However, there is concern about possible negative consequences of this
new technology. This Policy Brief examines the current trend of solar-powered
irrigation system (SPIS) use in Sana’a Basin, identifying the pros and cons of


https://carpo-bonn.org/en/yemens-accelerating-economic-woes-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/impacts-of-the-war-on-the-telecommunications-sector-in-yemen/
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this approach. It proposes governance and policy recommendations for over-
all water management and for future studies and regulation of SPIS-driven
groundwater use.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy White Paper 08/Policy Brief 24: Priorities for
the Recovery and Reform of the Electricity Sector in Yemen

Poor electricity services in Yemen, even before the war, have been one of the
key barriers to sustainable economic development and basic service provision
(e.g., water supply, health care, education). This paper assesses the power
supply system status prior to the war and subsequently discusses the impact
of the war on electricity sector performance, followed by an identification of
the key barriers faced by the sector. It concludes with the identification of the
top priorities for restoring electricity sector services and reforming the sector
after the war.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy Policy Brief 23: Local Economic Councils: A
Tool to Improve Business Productivity in Yemen

To help address local economic challenges, the Development Champions dis-
cussed the possibility of establishing Local Economic Councils. According to
their analysis, between the community-level local development committees
and the Supreme Economic Council on the national level, a space exists for
a governorate-level body to drive development by guiding investment to
serve local needs and strengthen ties between the governorates and the pri-
vate sector.

Rethinking Yemen’s Economy White Paper 09: Improving Relations Between
Central State Institutions and Local Authorities

Local councils are responsible for spearheading development projects and
providing basic public services to Yemen'’s population of more than 30 million
people. The councils are particularly important in rural areas, where about
70 percent of Yemen’s population lives. In July 2018, the Rethinking Yemen'’s
Economy initiative published a White Paper that explored how the collapse of
Yemen's economy and the fragmentation of central government institutions
during the war affected local councils. This new White Paper builds on those
findings by examining how local governance has evolved in the intervening
years, with a focus on the relationship between local authorities and the cen-
tral governments in Sana’a and Aden.


https://carpo-bonn.org/en/solar-powered-irrigation-in-yemen-opportunities-challenges-and-policies/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/priorities-for-the-recovery-and-reform-of-the-electricity-sector-in-yemen/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/local-economic-councils-a-tool-to-improve-business-productivity-in-yemen/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/rye-white-paper-02-local-governance-in-yemen-amid-conflict-and-instability/
https://carpo-bonn.org/en/improving-relations-between-central-state-institutions-and-local-authorities/
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3.8.4 Videos and Animations

Videos

Corruption in Yemen (08.01.2020)

Corruption, or the abuse of power for private gain, has been deeply entrenched
in the Yemeni political economy for decades. Over the course of the ongoing
conflict, however, state capture in Yemen has become far more complex, and
new patronage networks have emerged with interests that have extended
across national borders and crossed the frontlines of the war themselves, in-
dicating collusion among supposed adversaries. As greater numbers and a
wider variety of actors profit from illicit activity in the war economy, vested
economic interests in continued conflict become more entrenched. Given the
multifaceted pervasiveness of corruption in Yemen, any anti-corruption agen-
da must aim to understand the complex configuration of patronage networks
in Yemen, to be introduced gradually, and to get the buy-in of as wide a group
of Yemenis as possible.

Animations

Restructuring Public Finances in Yemen (24.02.2020)

Even before the current conflict, Yemen’s public finances suffered from an
overdependence on energy exports, one of the lowest tax collection rates in
the world, and chronic budget and balance of payments deficits. The ongoing
conflict has complicated an already dire situation. Energy exports have al-
most collapsed, while general economic and state collapse saw a precipitous
decline in tax revenues. Public debt has thus risen, while the fracturing of
state institutions across frontlines has hobbled public revenue collection as
well as fiscal and monetary policy. In this infographic, these challenges are
highlighted and urgent and long overdue deep structural reforms to Yemen'’s
collapsing public finances are recommended.

Reforming the Business and Investment Climate (24.02.2020)

The surest means of laying the foundations for private sector recovery in Ye-
men, and indeed recovery for the country overall, is to end the ongoing con-
flict and reunify public institutions and governance mechanisms. While the
conflict is ongoing, however, there are still practical, realistic steps national
and international stakeholders can take to support the Yemeni private sector.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maXOI9rss6s&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQ58CpWKCDg&feature=emb_title
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Doing so would in turn help spur economic growth and job creation for a des-
titute population. It would also potentially initiate a cascade of positive devel-
opments in Yemen: easing the humanitarian crisis, bolstering socio-economic
and political stability, and restarting formal financial cycles, among others.

Developing Human Capital (07.04.2020)

Human capital in Yemen has long been at the lowest levels across all indica-
tors due to the successive conflicts in the country and the weak investment
in human development. Over five years since the onset of the ongoing war
in Yemen, human capital accumulation has continued to regress. This video
emphasizes that human capital is the foundation of development and the
essence of the economic prosperity of future generations and stresses that
continued neglect of investment in human capital will inevitably continue to
undermine sustainable development in Yemen.

Developing Yemen’s Fishing Industry (29.07.2020)

Yemen'’s fisheries sector holds untapped promise in contributing to the na-
tional economy, with a coastline of more than 2,500 kilometers and rich fish-
ing grounds offshore. Yet the sector has long faced many structural chal-
lenges that have limited its production and potential contribution to overall
economic output, which have been exacerbated during the ongoing conflict.
This infographic provides an overview of the industry’s most important chal-
lenges as well as recommendations about how the sector could be developed
now and in the future.

Microfinance in Yemen (27.08.2020)

Since its introduction to Yemen in 1997, microfinance has been viewed as a
strategic tool to alleviate poverty and reduce unemployment, for it provid-
ed a means for the financial inclusion and economic empowerment of small
and micro entrepreneurs by expanding financial services to them. However,
persistent challenges facing the microfinance industry have stunted its devel-
opment, reach within the population, and overall socioeconomic impact. To
better place the industry to achieve its socioeconomic aims in the near term
and contribute to Yemen’s recovery post-conflict, the Development Champi-
ons Forum puts forth several recommendations in four areas, namely, capacity
building, financing, program design, and research.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhaW7sOeMNU&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PVxXPbOYs8&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3goxtDhSYQ&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dj-tTj_fsg0&feature=emb_title

C\’:) Annual Report 36

EconomicPriorities foraSustainable Peace Agreementin Yemen (19.10.2020)

The Development Champions Forum stresses that the sustainability of a peace
agreement in Yemen will, amongst others, depend on two critical insights:
First, in a conflict that is largely over access to resources, the issues of distribu-
tion and control of those resources can make or break peace. Second, where
peace agreements lack provisions that create overall economic stability, war-
fare can resume during the fragile implementation period. This infographic
summarizes the Development Champions’ key recommendations on econom-
ic provisions that need to be included in the peace agreement.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkalQNjIBr8&feature=emb_logo
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3.9 Tafahum

3.9.1 Summary

This project started in September 2018 and was set up as a 3-year initiative
that sought to develop a roadmap for regional security in West Asia and the
Arabian Peninsula - a region that includes the GCC states, Iran, Iraq and Ye-
men. The project aimed at generating an overall “understanding” (or tafahum)
among regional stakeholders on a joined process towards regional security
in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP). In the course of this project,
workshops and other dialogue fora, resulting in publications, paved the way
to constructing ideational pillars for an overall agreement of how to define
a regional security architecture. Tafahum was implemented in cooperation
with the Gulf Research Center Foundation and funded by the German Federal
Foreign Office. As an initial step, security experts from the main regional and
extra-regional stakeholders were convened in Vienna end of 2018 to elabo-
rate on their countries’ respective security priorities. Throughout 2019, five
working groups assembled experts from the GCC states, Iran, Iragq and Yemen,
along with regional experts from Europe. Groups and discussions were as-
signed per the following themes:

1. Trade and Energy

2. Environmental Issues and Climate Change

3. Security Sector Reform and Counter Terrorism
4. Media Narratives and Discursive Integration
5

. Reconstruction Efforts in Yemen, Iraq and Syria

All results produced in the working groups will lay the basis for the develop-
ment of a roadmap to regional security in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula.

As in other projects, the pandemic forced CARPO and the project partners to
rethink their activities and to continuously adapt to the developing situation.
The German Foreign Ministry’s indispensable support and flexibility allowed
for setting up the necessary digital infrastructure to maintain the project’s
momentum and to continue in bringing all involved stakeholders together.
From a very early stage onward, workshops were held online and face-to-face
meetings were replaced by virtual consultations. Whenever the situation al-
lowed for it, hybrid workshops were implemented with a limited number of
participants joining on the ground in Bonn and others participating online.

The project was brought to a close in November 2021 after a brief no-cost
extension to examine current developments in Iraq and Afghanistan and
their repercussions for the WAAP region. It was continued as the Tafahum wa
Tabadul Project in December 2021 (see 3.10).
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Project Duration
2018-2021

Project Partner

Gulf Research Center Foundation

3.9.2 Events

Tafahum Working Group 5: Developing a ‘Regional Stability Paradigm’ &
Enhancing Post-Conflict Reconciliation (February 2020, Cérdoba)

The workshop built on the findings of previous discussions that there is a
dire need for a regional stability paradigm, that the term ‘reconciliation’ is
much less defined compared to the term ‘reconstruction’, and that in any
post-conflict context the role of education becomes particularly important
for post-conflict reconciliation. Furthermore, the importance of local eco-
nomic ownership in reconstruction and reconciliation processes for these to
be sustainable was highlighted. Against this backdrop, the workshop sought
to further specify and operationalize the terms highlighted above in order
to pave the way for concrete suggestions of initiatives that can outline ave-
nues of regional collaboration for the sake of sustainable reconstruction and
reconciliation.

Virtual roundtables

In May and June 2020, CARPO and GRCF organized two roundtables with par-
ticipants of different working groups on the immediate repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the WAAP region.

Tafahum Virtual Roundtable: The COVID-19 Pandemic and its Regional Im-
pact (May 2020)

The first virtual roundtable in the Tafahum project focused on the COVID-19
pandemic and the impacts this crisis was having on the dynamics in the re-
gion of West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP). A main objective of this
meeting was to examine whether the national/regional security discourse
has changed in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis including whether there had
been some reassessment in terms of the degree of regional interaction. The
discussion thus sought to examine the ways in which contingency plans in
the region had begun to initiate forms of regional cooperation, leading to
stronger engagements and closer coordination beyond the nation state. An-
other focus was on the question whether “health” had emerged as a new
dimension within the security debates taking place within the national or
regional context. The roundtable on these questions took place through the
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lens of the five different frameworks and themes of the working groups with-
in the Tafahum project. The discussion also served as the start to a series of
online meetings to keep the regional dialogue active during the period of
the COVID-19 national lockdowns and travel restrictions, which were making
physical meetings impossible.

Tafahum Virtual Roundtable: The COVID-19 Pandemic and its Regional Im-
pact and Regional Responses to Future Pandemics (June 2020)

The second virtual roundtable in the Tafahum project continued the discus-
sions on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with regard to regional dy-
namics in the region of West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP). The
main objective of this roundtable was to examine more closely any prospects
for regional interactions that had arisen as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic
and to evaluate if there were specific aspects that the Tafahum project could
incorporate into future project discussions in terms of issues in which greater
cooperation at the regional level should be pursued. Following an update of
the current situation in each specific country, the meeting highlighted numer-
ous obstacles that exist as the region of West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula
struggles to cope with the wider impact of the COVID-19 crisis.

Tafahum Working Group 2: Environmental Issues and Climate Change
(September 2020, Bonn)

Reassessing Environmental Challenges in Times of Corona: Health Issues and
Water Security in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP)

The second workshop in working group 2 was the first hybrid event within
the Tafahum context. The focus of the workshop was twofold: On the first
day, the researchers, experts and political analysts focused on environmental
issues in times of corona and discussed changing priorities and potential syn-
ergies. New ideas on how to approach the interconnectivity of environmental
and health challenges were discussed and concepts like ‘planetary health’
introduced to offer more holistic perspectives. The second day took up topics
like water scarcity, water pollution and water management as key challenges
in the region. Despite the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, these
issues remain of utmost importance for most of the countries in West Asia and
the Arabian Peninsula. The experts discussed inter alia water governance as
a potential point of departure for regional cooperation and assessed the role
of the EU as an external actor in this field. Besides discussing the actual work-
shop topics, all participants — be it on the ground in Bonn or virtually through
the video conferencing platform - expressed their enthusiasm to continue the
debates within the Tafahum project and appreciated the new dynamic intro-
duced by the hybrid workshop format.
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Tafahum Working Group 1: ‘Trade and Energy Cooperation’ (October 2020,
Bonn)

From Shared Challenges to Joint Ventures: How the Energy Market and
Entrepreneurial Initiatives Have Been Impacted by and Emerge from the
COVID-19 Pandemic

The second workshop in the Tafahum Working Group 1, which was held as
a hybrid event, focused on the socioeconomic implications in times of the
COVID-19 pandemic in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP). It brought
together a group of academic researchers, energy experts and analysts as well
as practitioners from the spheres of entrepreneurship and start-up initiatives.
The objective of the workshop was to discuss in what way and to what extent
the transboundary health crisis can also enhance regional cooperation efforts
in the economic sector and energy market. Main findings of the workshop
included the persistence of structural barriers, the prevailing and manifold
adverse effects of the COVID-19 crisis and the maintenance of a ‘hyperlocal-
ized’ economy that impedes collaboration both among regional countries and
external actors. Especially young professionals face enormous difficulties to
start and run a business in the private sector. So far, the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic has not acted as a catalyst to fundamentally transform the region-
al economic ecosystem. In fact, quite the opposite has occurred as, despite
some prospering niches, especially in the digital sphere, young entrepreneur-
ial activity has been severely hit by the crisis.

2" Tafahum Annual Conference (December 2020)

After concluding the second year of Tafahum and dealing with the mani-
fold challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, representatives of the five
working groups were brought together for the second Tafahum Annual Con-
ference, which was held virtually this time. In plenary sessions as well as in
break-out groups, the participants discussed the current status of regional se-
curity in the WAAP region, challenges of regional economic development, and
conditions for developing regional civil society networks. Based on these dis-
cussions, the participants outlined the way forward for the project, discussed
how different levels of interaction can be better connected and how the proj-
ect can contribute to a more holistic security framework for the WAAP region.

Tafahum Working Group 4: Developing a Web-based Exchange Platform
and a Code of Conduct for Media Professionals (March 2021, Bonn)

In Tafahum Working Group 4 on “Media Narratives and Discursive Integration
in WAAP”, it was discussed during the first meeting in June 2019, how media
and public debates play a significant role in shaping political and public nar-
ratives and perceptions. And while this holds true for all parts of the world,
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the region’s very own characteristics were outlined. At the second workshop
in October 2019, the dire need to improve media literacy of media produc-
ers and consumers was discussed alongside the possibility of establishing
a regulatory body that could oversee an overall code of conduct for media
outlets and producers in the region. Furthermore, the demand of a platform
for exchange between media actors across the region was raised. Based on
these deliberations, CARPO and GRCF dedicated the third workshop of this
working group to producing concrete ideas on: a) how to establish a web-
based exchange platform for media professionals in the region; b) which key
principles could constitute a regional code of conduct for media outlets and
professionals.

Tafahum Working Group 3: Promoting the Role of Women in Security-
Related Roles (May 2021, Bonn)

The two previous working group discussions on “Counter-Terrorism and Secu-
rity Sector Reform” highlighted in particular the lack of participation by wom-
en both within the security sector and within security debates as a whole.
This has wide-ranging repercussions for the overall policy process on regional
security in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP) as women find them-
selves both excluded from many critical security-related debates and have
limited impact on the design, conceptualization and ultimate implementation
of essential policy initiatives. In order to counter existing trends, the working
group put forward a number of ideas that could better elevate and integrate
women in the areas of prevention and resolution of conflicts, peace negoti-
ations and peacebuilding. The final working group meeting pursued to con-
ceptualize these suggestions further with the objective of developing several
very concrete proposals for how the role of women in security-related roles
can be advanced on a regional level.

Tafahum Working Groups 1 & 2: Towards a Green Recovery and Sustainable
Cooperation in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (June 2021, Bonn)

The first joint workshop in the Tafahum Project combined previous two rounds
of discussions of the Working Groups 1 & 2 by focusing on the question of how
a green recovery approach and a regional sustainable cooperation in West
Asia and the Arabian Peninsula (WAAP) could look like. It brought together a
diverse group of researchers, entrepreneurs, consultants, environmental sci-
entists and activists. The workshop took up previous discussions on termino-
logical difficulties with regards to the meaning of ‘sustainability’, emphasized
the lack of knowledge transfer in the field of environmental science, and out-
lined the important but marginalized role ‘green entrepreneurship’ and SMEs
play for sustainable transformation in the region. Against this backdrop, the
content of the workshop focused on four objectives, namely, (a) unpacking
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the concept of a ‘green recovery’ and to investigate whether it could serve as
basis for a holistic approach to promote regional sustainable cooperation; (b)
discussing in what way environmental science and green entrepreneurship
are key drivers for regional cooperation; (c) fostering interconnectedness be-
tween environmental science and ‘green entrepreneurship’; and (d) sketching
out potential sustainable cooperative framework schemes in the WAAP and
proposing concrete actions towards sustainable transformation.

Tafahum Working Group 5: Coordinating National and Local Engagements
and Enhancing Civic Education and Capacity-Building Programs (August
2021, Bonn)

During the previous two workshops of the working group on “Reconstruction
and Reconciliation Efforts in Syria, Yemen and Iraq”, it was established that
more attention must be paid to the notions of reconciliation, conflict-sen-
sitive education, local engagements, a regional ‘stability paradigm’ and the
need to discuss impacts on state-society relations (or the ‘social contract) in
a post-conflict phase. After all, Syria, Yemen and Iraq are three of the most
contested contexts with severe effects for WAAP. Therefore, participants of
this working group engaged in deliberations on how regional actors could
join forces in furthering reconstruction and reconciliation efforts. In the final
workshop of this working group, the participants looked at how to coordinate
national and local engagements of external actors (states & organizations)
in reconciliation efforts in Syria, Yemen and Iraq, and discussed how - in the
framework of this engagement - civic education and capacity-building pro-
grams can be best set up and implemented.

3rd Tafahum Annual conference (September 2021, Berlin)

The third annual conference of the Tafahum project took place in Berlin and
gathered participants from the project to take stock on its outcomes and
deliberate on the way forward. After an opening session to assess the stra-
tegic environment in the WAAP region in 2021 and evaluate whether current
efforts at de-escalation were sustainable enough to maintain momentum for
constructive regional interactions, the conference provided a platform to de-
liver the key findings of the Tafahum project including the initial outlines of
a potential roadmap for regional security. The meeting then proceeded to
take a deeper look at the components of expanding mechanisms for greater
people-to-people engagement, enhancing the cooperation among research
centers and state entities to address questions of economic and ecologic sus-
tainability and health resilience, and to evaluate how a better political climate
can be fostered among the actors in WAAP. The conference concluded with a
session on conceptualizing the way forward in light of current developments
in the region and how a second Tafahum project phase can contribute to
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developing a holistic framework for the WAAP region. One overarching con-
clusion from the discussion was that a multi-track approach is vital to building
on agreed issues to create momentum for more constructive engagements
and pragmatic approaches for regional dialogue.

Tafahum Ad-hoc Workshop: Building on the ‘Baghdad Conference for Co-
operation and Partnership’ (October 2021, Bonn)

On 28th August 2021, Iraq’s (then) Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi was the
host of the ‘Baghdad Conference for Cooperation and Partnership’. Heads of
state and foreign ministers of Iraq’s immediate and extended neighbors came
together for what was hoped to be a starting point for political de-escalation
and dialogue in an otherwise conflict-laden region. While the conference was
seen as a positive and promising first step among political leaders and region-
al observers alike, there is an underlying understanding that many more ef-
forts are needed to turn this ‘moment of dialogue’ into an enduring ‘dialogue
momentum’. In the framework of the Tafahum project, CARPO and GRCF have
explored since 2018 manifold avenues for a regional process towards coopera-
tion, integration and security in various fields. The ad-hoc workshop aimed to
collectively brainstorm, which potential immediate steps could be undertaken
or, at least, suggested and proposed to build on the ‘Baghdad Conference for
Cooperation and Partnership’.

Tafahum Ad-hoc Workshop: The ‘Afghanistan Crisis’ and its Potential Geo-
political Impacts (November 2021, Bonn)

Afghanistan has been rocked by tectonic shifts in 2021 and has witnessed the
full collapse of the post-2001 order with a full takeover of the country by the
Taliban. The withdrawal of the U.S. forces came as a surprise even to those
who viewed it inevitable. The lack of meaningful coordination neither with al-
lies inside Afghanistan, nor with European or other regional allies led to glob-
al astonishment, giving fuel to the ongoing discussion of a post-U.S. Middle
East. To unpack some of the expected geopolitical impacts and implications,
CARPO and GRCF held an ad-hoc hybrid workshop, convening virtually and
in-person long-time companions of the Tafahum project as well as some new
scholars who look at the WAAP region in their work. The idea was to learn
from distinguished experts how the domestic dynamics in Afghanistan can
currently be assessed, what can be expected in the immediate future, and
which dynamics between external actors (both regional and extra-regional)
can be foreseen.
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3.10 Tafahum wa Tabadul - Enhancing Multi-Track Dialogue
and Cooperation in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula

3.10.1 Summary

Building on the Tafahum project, which was implemented between 2018-
2021, CARPO and GRCF have once again partnered up to implement the proj-
ect “Tafahum wa Tabadul - Enhancing Multi-Track Dialogue and Cooperation
in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula”. The aim is to generate further under-
standing (tafahum) among regional stakeholders and to foster cooperation
(tabadul) on common interests in the region. The project started in Decem-
ber 2021, is designed as a 3-year initiative and continues to be funded by the
German Federal Foreign Office. Officials on the political level (track 1/1.5) will
be engaged with the aim of generating a political climate that is more condu-
cive to regional cooperation and to develop a regional ‘Tafahum for Peaceful
Coexistence’. Stakeholders on the experts level (track 2) will include econo-
mists, environmental scientists and health specialists, who will be brought
together to collectively examine the energy-climate-health nexus - a concept
that entails economic and ecologic sustainability, as well as regional health
resilience. On the societal level (track 3), CARPO and GRCF aim to foster peo-
ple-to-people mobility in the region through exchange activities in the fields
of academia and civic education. With its multi-track approach, this project
engages policymakers, economic and scientific circles, as well as civil society
in all target countries. While each track will be engaged separately, links and
fora for interaction and engagement between them will be established, as
both their interdependence and need for interconnectivity is viewed relevant
and essential.

Project Duration
2021-2024

Project Partner

Gulf Research Center Foundation
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3.11 Teaching and Advising on Post-Conflict Reconstruction

3.11.1 Summary

CARPO was a partner in this project, which was implemented by the Institute
for Oriental and Asian Studies at the University of Bonn (lead partner) togeth-
er with the Gender-Development Research & Studies Center (GDRSC) at the
University of Sana’a. The project, which ended at the end of December 2021,
was funded by the German Academic Exchange Service in the framework
of its Transformation Partnership. The project’s objective was to contribute
to post-conflict reconstruction in Yemen, amongst others by developing and
teaching a syllabus on post-conflict reconstruction for the master course on
gender and development taught at GDRSC. Due to the Corona pandemic,
the envisaged Spring School, workshop and conference could not take place.
These were replaced with German-Yemeni research projects, which resulted in
a CARPO Brief (published in December 2021) and a CARPO Study (forthcoming).

Project Duration
May 2019 - December 2021

Project Partners
« Institute for Oriental and Asian Studies at the University of Bonn

« Gender-Development Research & Studies Center at the University of Sana’a

3.11.2 Events

Co-teaching a master course on post-conflict reconstruction at GDRSC
(July 2020 - January 2021, held virtually)

Between mid-July 2020 and mid-February 2021, we co-taught the master
course on post-conflict reconstruction, which we had developed in the previ-
ous year, together with four German and four Yemeni teachers. Due to Coro-
na, the course took mainly place virtually (via Google Classrooms), although
some sessions taught by the Yemeni teachers of the course were taught phys-
ically at Sana’a University. The co